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Calf Management: 
-Use calf blankets to conserve energy and improve rate of gain. Always have a thermometer on hand. 
-Make sure ventilation is adequate, good air exchange with no drafts. 
-The 20 second knee test, make sure the bedding is plentiful and dry. 
-Be looking for some common health-relate related illnesses:  
Scours (Diarrhea) - Thin manure that is foul smelling and hard to find but look for a wet tail.                
Pneumonia – Lethargic behavior, lack of appetite, high temperature, cough, rapid breathing.  
This can even result after scours. 
-Vaccinate against respiratory diseases, BRSV, IBR, PI3 with an intranasal product like INFORCE 3 

This vaccine does not certify them for the Lebanon Fair. Additional vaccines will need to be given 

later, including a repeat of INFORCE 3. 

 
Feeding Starter Grain:  

-Begin offering calf starter grain within the first week, minimum 18% protein. 
-Feed grain free-choice; Buckets need to be clean, and highly managed. 
-Textured coarse feeds with no fines will get the best consumption. Keep feed fresh, throw-out old feed. 
-Starter feed should be medicated for coccidiosis. Diarrhea, which may become bloody in severe cases, is 
the primary symptom. Examples of Medications: Deccox, Bovatec, Rumensin, Corid. 
 
Calculating Starter Grain Cost: 
1 Bag @ 50lb (Weight = Unit), Cost per Unit is $20.00, Cost per lb. is $20/50lb = $.40 lb. 
30 days x .50lb (Feeding Rate Per Day) = 15lb of Starter Grain X $.40/lb.= $6.0 
30 days x 4.0lb (Feeding Rate Per Day) = 120lb of Starter Grain X $.40/lb.=$48.00 
 
Weaning: 
-Wean calves when they are eating 2lb of grain for 4 consecutive days. 
-Calves should double their birth weight by 2 months of age. 
-Use your calf tape to check your steer’s weight. 
-Continue to offer starter grain free-choice, do not allow the feed bucket to be empty. 
 
 
Castration should be done prior to weaning or 8 weeks of age.  Research has shown that castration 
improves the marbling and tenderness of finished beef.  Calves that are castrated prior to weaning using 
a method that minimizes chronic pain will result in the best calf health and performance.  
Consult with your veterinarian on the best methods of castration. 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diarrhea


Feeding Grower Ration: 
 -10 to12 weeks old - switch calf to a grower cattle feed. 
 * You do not want cattle finishing feed.  
-Feed grain free-choice, do not let the buckets get empty. They well eat 3% of their body weight. 
200lb calf @ 6lbs, 250lb calf @ 7.5lb, 300lb calf @ 9lbs. Once calves are eating 10lb of grain start to 
introduce some dry grass hay. Be sure to measure your grain, every feed is different. 
-Grower feed should be 14-15% protein and should be fed free-choice and contain fiber. 
-Feed should have a 10% fiber minimum, because of minimum amounts of forage being fed.                                                        
If the fiber level is less than 10%, you will need to offer more hay. 
 *If the manure is loose, the fiber is too low. 
 
 
     2026 Club Meeting Schedule 
 
April 13th- Lebanon Expo @ 7:00 Deworming, Implants and Summer Rations. 

                   Meat & Feed Identification. 

   

June 11th @ 7pm Showmanship and Fitting at the Nolts - 500 Weavertown Road, Myerstown. 

 Project books due for pre-fair check – feed and animals must be entered and up-to-date,
 bring a snack to share. 

July 21st – Pen Setup – Bring rakes, forks, etc.  Pens will be assigned later that night. 

 

LEBANON AREA FAIR July 25th – August 1st 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Leaders: Duane Nolt 717-813-3373                

 Jess Spangler 570-444-0002 

 

 
  


